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English nobleman George Calvert wanted to establish a colony in the New World not one like his

first colony, Newfoundland, which he found to be too cold. Instead he wanted land in the temperate

Chesapeake Bay area, where his colonists could grow tobacco. King Charles I granted his wish.

Named for Henrietta Mary, Charles s wife, the new colony of Maryland was established in 1634.

Also known as Lord Baltimore, Calvert was a Catholic at a time when Protestants controlled the

English government. He wanted Maryland to be a place where Catholics and anyone else could

worship in freedom. As the British crown was passed through its heirs, favoring Protestants, then

Catholics, then Protestants again, Maryland felt the ripples of unrest on its side of the Atlantic.

Follow the story of how Maryland came to be a colony and how it fought for its borders with Virginia

and Pennsylvania. Find out how in the end, it pulled together with those and the other colonies first

to repel the encroaching French, and then to shrug off the tyranny of England.
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Jim Whiting has been a remarkably versatile and accomplished journalist, writer, editor, and

photographer for more than 30 years. He has read widely in American colonial history and events

leading up to the emergence of the new nation. A voracious reader since early childhood, Mr.

Whiting has written and edited more than 250 nonfiction children s books on a wide range of topics.

He lives in Washington state with his wife and two teenage sons.
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